EASTERN CHRISTIANITY
AND POLITICS IN THE
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

Edited by Lucian N. Leustean

39031LN0Y

o st



ROUTLEDGE CONTEMPORARY RUSSIA
AND EASTERN EUROPE SERIES

EASTERN CHRISTIANITY AND POLITICS
IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

“This excellent collection brings together some of the best researchers in the field,
who skilfully tackle the problem of applying traditional understandings of religion and
politics or secularisation theory to the world of Eastern Christianity.’

—John Anderson, Professor of International Relations, University of St Andrews, UK

‘An impressive panorama of encyclopaedic scope on the problems and prospects

of the Eastern Churches.’
— Paschalis Kitromilides. Professor of Political Science, University of Athens, Greece

‘One of the difficulties in understanding the politics of the peoples of Eastern
Europe and their various diasporas is the culpable ignorance of Western journalists
of the role of religion in Orthodox cultures. This book provides a comprehensive
and authoritative coverage which could do much to increase our understanding.’

— David Martin, Professor Emeritus of Sociology. London School of Economics and
Political Science and Fellow of the British Academy, UK

‘This book is a must read for scholars and students of international relations,
politics and the study of religion, as well as government officials interested in a well-
informed and serious engagement with politics in light of — not in spite of - religion.’
— Avristotle Papanikolaou, Archbishop Demetrios Chair in Orthodox Theology and
Culture, Fordham University, USA

‘Lucian Leustean has established himself as the pre-eminent scholar of the
Orthodox and other Eastern Churches.’
—Geoffrey Swain, Alec Nove Chair in Russian and East European Studies,

University of Glasgow, UK

This book provides an up-to-date, comprehensive overview of Eastern Christian
churches in Europe. the Middle East, America, Africa, Asia and Australia. Written
by leading international scholars, it examines both Orthodox and Oriental churches
from the end of the Cold War until the present day. The book offers a unique
insight into the myriad church-state relations in Eastern Christianity and tackles
contemporary concerns. opportunities and challenges for Eastern Christianity in
the twenty-first century.

Lucian N. Leustean is a Senior Lecturer in Politics and International Relations at
Aston University, Birmingham, UK.
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